[bookmark: _Hlk111207709]Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham held at Farningham Village Hall on Wednesday 20th March 2024 at 8pm. 

1. Chairman’s welcome and Apologies for absence
Present: 
Cllrs Daryl Burns, Andie Fitzsimons, Philip McGarvey (also Farningham and Eynsford History Society) and Carol Salmon (also Friends of Farningham).
Cllr Alan White (Sevenoaks District Council)
Cllr Roger Gough, in part, (Kent County Council)
Kevin Saville (in part); Community Policing
Vikki Saunders; Anthony Roper Charity
Susan Pittman; The Countryside Charity
Bjorn Ramell; Millfield Trust
Helen Penney; FPC Clerk and RFO
Approximately 30 residents

Apologies received and accepted from:
Cllrs Kevin McGeough and Krishna Shanmuganathan
Cllr Laurence Ball (Sevenoaks District Council)
St Peter’s and St Paul Church
Viv Parker; Farningham United Charities and Farningham Village Hall committee
Liz Meachin; Rainbows
Malcom Dunn; DRIPs
Marily Wells; WI

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 19th April 2023 at 8pm.
Members approved the minutes of the Annual Parish held on 19th April 2023.

Members resolved to discuss the agenda in the following order:

3. A report was received from Farningham Parish Council, Daryl Burns
Good evening and welcome to Farningham Parish Council’s annual parish meeting.

The aim of this meeting is to hear not only from Farningham Parish Council, but also local organisations and groups who have an interest in the village or associations with local residents.  We have representatives here tonight and reports from those who are unable to attend.

Let me start by asking the current Parish Councillors to introduce themselves so you can put a name to a face (the Councillors and Clerk introduced themselves).

I would like to thank them all for their tireless work on behalf of Farningham over the past months and, in some cases, years.

I would also very much like to thank our Clerk, Helen Penney, for her outstanding work this year.  I am sure you would agree that her knowledge and commitment to our Parish Council is remarkable and we are so lucky to be supported by her.

To start with some positives that have happened during the last 12 months:

The Coronation Fete was held in May in conjunction with Eynsford Parish Council, it was a very well attended and thankfully the rain stayed away.

Who couldn’t notice the difference Friends of Farningham make around the village. A huge thanks to all the volunteers and especially to our Councillor, Carol Salmon, who not only co-ordinates the team, but is there at every meeting with her trusty litter picker, black sacks and hiz-viz jackets.  THANK YOU.

FPC now have an actual letter box at the back of the Village Hall, this means letters and communications can now be hand delivered by residents (and the post man).

The Cattle Screen wooden grids have been repaired and I am sure you will agree the new ones are looking good.  We also had part of the flint areas maintained and the costs were mostly covered by a grand from the UK Prosperity Fund.

After many, many years as a District Councillor, Phillip McGarvey retired and two new District Councillors were elected – Laurence Ball and Alan White – who we are pleased to see at our monthly meetings.

The 20mph scheme which has just been finished outside in the High Street was led by Krish and we need to thank our County Councillor Roger Gough for his support in this.  We just hope that drivers abide by the new speed limit.

I know the area of the river around the Bridge is a contentious point, especially in the summer months when the reeds are in full growth.  Some people like the natural look and others don’t.  We get comments that the area didn’t look like this 50 years ago, but a lot has changed in that time and I am sure those moaning don’t look the same as thy did 50 years ago.   The Environment Agency are responsible for the state of our waterways and anybody with concerns should address them directly to the Agency.  

Officers were working around the Cattle Screen in October and they regularly inspect the river.  FPC helped to support a Himalayan Balsam clearing and two Preventing Plastic Pollution events attended by residents, Friends of Farningham and the North West Kent Countryside Partnership.

Helen is currently working on the end of year finances ready to be submitted to the External Auditor.  Currently the figures indicate we should be within budget for the year, with a small increase to the precept for the next financial year to cover general cost of living increases.

We have received a request from SDC to help with repairs to the FPC owned section of Farningham Woods at the entrance and car park and we had the unfortunate incident of fly tipping.

Obviously, the Sevenoaks District Council Local Plan is a very hot topic.  At the Parish Council meeting after the announcement, we had a high number of residents attending and we asked for a vote of who was in favour of Pedham being included in the plan and those against.  It was unanimously voted against and the Parish Council started work on our objections.  We are supporting the No Pedham New Town group, with funding for flyers and Kevin is the Parish Council representative on the group.

The next important date will be next Tuesday, the 26th March when SDC should be holding a meeting of the Development and Conservation Advisory Committee during which there will be an update on the Local Plan.  The agenda and papers are on SDC website and it is expected that members of the public can view the meeting remotely, although we haven’t seen any links for this at the moment. We have been assured that all comments will have been read and assessed and the decision will not be purely on just the number of votes for each option.

I am sure you will have seen that the Parish Council has a vacancy for one Councillor to be co-opted in order to have our maximum 7 members.  If you are interested in joining us or would like just to have a chat, please feel free to either find one of us this evening or contact Helen for further details.  

Thank you for coming along tonight and we will now hear from our first speaker, Community Policing Officer Kevin Saville.

12. Community Policing, Kevin Saville
Kevin reported that Farningham is now on their third Officer since the neighbourhood model was rolled out last June and apologised for the inconsistency. When the new model was introduced, the department did not have the enough staff (just over 50% had been recruited) to fulfil its requirements, the Officers were spread very thin and have had a high work load.

Kevin reported that the Community Police are engaging with the local communities, a Community Liaison Officer position will be new for Sevenoaks District Council and Childs Centred Policing Officer has been newly recruited.

Kevin reported that crime stats for Farningham are low. Car crimes can occur which are reported at the time of the incident. However, if antisocial behaviour is occurring Kevin urged for this to be reported so that the department can start to form a pattern and better understand when an Officer’s presence would be most beneficial if it is needed.

Residents asked Kevin about crime and antisocial behaviour at train stations, nitrous oxide canisters being left in the streets and about CCTV along the High Street.

Kevin added that everyone can sign up to My Community Voice that sends texts and email alerts to users and is a useful tool to use.  

Kevin left the meeting

5. District Councillor Alan White
My apologies that Cllr Ball cannot be present this evening but he's attending a scheduled meeting on the Joint Transportation Board meeting. 

In May 2023 both Laurence and I were newly elected as District Councillors following Philip McGarvey's decision to step down after serving 20 years, and also Brian Carroll's decision not to stand for re-election. Laurence is a member of the Development Management Committee, Scrutiny Committee, Sevenoaks Joint Transportation Board, Standards Assessment Working Party, Standards Committee and Standards Hearing Sub Committee. I am a member of the Cleaner & Greener Advisory Committee, Community Infrastructure Levy Spending Board, Development and Conservation Advisory Committee
and the Improvement & Innovation Advisory Committee.

Laurence and I have regularly attended the Parish Council meetings at Farningham as well as Horton Kirby and South Darenth. I have a facebook page where I share activities that have been taking place and information from Sevenoaks District Council.

Between us we have insured residents are aware of the 2040 Local Plan by either posting leaflets, posting on Social Media or attending the pop-up meeting at Farningham Village Hall. 

Remaining on planning concerns, we gave attended Parish Council meeting at Fawkham to hear their views on the proposed Chimmens Solar Farm which impacts both wards. 

Alan is a participant of Farningham Friends activity helping to keep the vegetation along the river side or the Bridge or Church weed/ivy free. 

We are working closely to arrange for a defibrillator to be relocated to the Pied Bull which will help provide access to those in Oliver Crescent and centrally in Farningham. The village has good cover with at least four other defibrillator locations. 

We have also supported a number of residents with their concerns related to the river, potholes etc. I have also attended Shand Hall to engage with residents and listen to their concerns.

6. The Farningham and Eynsford Local History Society, Philip McGarvey.
Dr Wilfrid Duncombe had resigned as long-standing President shortly before this death in February 2023, and FELHS appointed Philip McGarvey as successor at its AGM.  The Committee itself comprises six members, with a Company Secretary as a legal requirement for a Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee.  We work well together, but there is a pressing need for more Committee members to ensure the long-term continuation of the Society. 

Roger Gough arrived at the meeting.

During 2023, members and guests have enjoyed a full programme of talks of local interest.  Some have been based on original research, such as: 
· Wayne Perkin’s talk on the graffiti in Lullingstone Castle 
· David Cufley’s on railway structures from Eynsford to Bat & Ball 
· Geoffrey Burr’s on local metal detecting finds 

Other talks covered 
· the Farningham Roman villas 
· Doodlebugs around Otford 
· the aborted plans of the 1930s for a London airport at Hulberry – and new railway station there (built but never opened).

One of the main aims of Farningham and Eynsford Local History Society is to research and preserve documents, images and artefacts related to the villages of Farningham and Eynsford, with Crockenhill, Lullingstone and Maplescombe.   The collections in the Centre have been built up since the mid-1980s and are an invaluable resource for our communities.  The collection is not only consulted by individuals, but has been drawn on by public bodies – and grants from both Eynsford and Farningham Parish Councils are partly in recognition of this. The Society is grateful for this support.  

After the serious setback in January 2023 when the aftermath of a burst water pipe in the roof space at the Centre led to a serious mould problem on walls and ceilings, Eynsford Parish Council made a successful insurance claim, and the Centre was redecorated in August.  

Volunteers gather at the Archive Centre on Monday mornings from March to October – to sort, catalogue and manage the collection – and visitors are welcome to join in or just to explore what is there.  Do come along. Otherwise contact can be made through the website (www.felhs.org.uk or Facebook page @felhs.1985).  

Our next talk – on Archaeological Excavations in Lullingstone Castle garden – will be here in Farningham Village Hall at 8pm on Friday 19th April 2024. Doors open at 7:30pm when there will be a display of items from our collection and refreshments are served.

4. County Councillor, Roger Gough
Roger reported that he is Kent County Councillor for Sevenoaks North and Darent Valley and the leader of Kent County Council.

More specifically with the projects that Roger has been working on within Farningham, the 20mph scheme is nearing completion after several years.

Safety along the A20 is of great importance and a KCC has officers and engineers working on solutions to improve safety. The data shows that the majority of accidents are within the 40mph zone and current options being discussed are average speed cameras and signs to increase drivers’ awareness of the change in speed limit when travelling along the A20 from West Kingsdown. A safety audit is due to be carried out to see if there are any other options to help improve safety along this stretch of road.

Roger added the KCC has fixed 54,814 pot holes this winter alone.

Roger reported that he responded to Regulation 18 and has concerns over transport and infrastructure issues at Pedham Place.

Roger reported that KCC has had a very turbulent year with huge spending pressures mainly for Adult Social Care, Childrens Services and transport for children with additional needs adding that costs are rising quickly. 

Residents asked Roger if illegal righthand turns along the A20 are being considered and gave examples of many very near misses. Roger advised that he would feedback to the A20 working group.

7. A report was received from The Countryside Charity, Susan Pittman 
CPRE stands for the Campaign to Protect Rural England.  It is a national organisation, and Kent has one of its strongest Branches.  There are Committees for every District.  One of their roles is to check planning applications and to comment on those that are thought to be damaging to the countryside.  Another role is to be involved in forward planning, such as taking great care to read and react to Local Plans. Parish and Town Councils in Sevenoaks District will shortly be receiving Sevenoaks CPRE Committee's full annual report, written by its Chairman, Nigel Britten, along with a synopsis of its involvement to protect the countryside in the area during 2023.   Tonight I thought I would briefly touch on Pedham Place, which is the site in the proposed Local Plan that most directly affects Farningham. 

All last year we were expecting a new National Planning Policy Framework which arrived a week before Christmas, just a few weeks after SDC had launched its consultation on the second part of Local Plan 2040. As expected, the new NPPF confirmed that housing targets would no longer be binding on a planning authority.  Unfortunately, the news came too late to influence SDC’s Local Plan proposals which included many housing sites in the Green Belt and in the National Landscape of the North Downs, in order to meet what was deemed to be the need. Sevenoaks DC chose to meet the imposed high housing target, rather than to try more vigorously to safeguard its protected landscapes.  It therefore put forward damaging proposals, which Sevenoaks CPRE, through our Kent county planners, have strongly rejected.

The Local Plan proposal for 2500 houses on the present Pedham Place Golf course, and the possibility of a full capacity 28,000-seater sports stadium complex nearby have met with widespread opposition in this area. For such massive development to leapfrog the M25 barrier would make it even harder to prevent intrusion into protected landscapes elsewhere in the District, and would cause further strain on infrastructure of all kinds.  The landscape and enjoyment of the Darent Valley would be adversely affected.   The signs are that Sevenoaks DC is likely to stick to the now-discredited housing target in the next round of Local Plan - Regulation 19.  If it does it would be bad news for the whole District and will be strongly opposed by Sevenoaks CPRE, and contested at Examination stage.

Farningham Parish Council is a member of CPRE and can therefore call on seek advice from Kent CPRE Office if required.  The branch needs more individual like-minded members to make a stand for the beautiful landscape which remains for all to enjoy.  Please think of joining us.

9. Ropers Charity, Vikki Saunders
Vikki reported that Ropers Charity formed in 1614 and the Farningham branch now has £4,000 per year to distribute as gifts or pensions, and educational and social assistance to individuals and societies. Applicants can apply through the website and there are cards in the doctor’s surgery and church. Recent donations have included Anthony Roper primary school, Tiny Tots, Brownies and students who have applied for the cost of their text books to be covered.

10. Friends of Farningham, Carol Salmon
Farningham’s community outdoor spaces group will enter its seventh year when activities resume in April. 

We meet twice a month to maintain the green spaces and footpaths in the village and also join in with activities arranged by the North West Kent Countryside partnership and their volunteers. Last year we helped clear the noxious weed Himalayan Balsam from the banks of the river and have also assisted with two substantial Prevent Plastic Pollution litter picks in the same area. 

Another of our projects was clearing litter from the bank which runs alongside the Darent Valley Path in Sparepenny Lane. As well as numerous bottles and cans there were a number of plastic bags containing dog waste. We also find these in large numbers on the riverside path running from The Lion and it remains a source of frustration that there are a number of dog owners who simply do not respect the environment or those they share it with.

Dog waste on the pavements in the High Street is another bone of contention and thanks must go to residents who are prepared to clear up after these selfish owners. 

One of our most satisfying projects last year was assisting with clearing ivy and weeds from gravestones and walls in the Churchyard.  A lot of work has been done here and it is well worth a visit. 

We also cut back ivy from the flint wall at the Beesfield Lane/Eynsford Road junction and did our best to keep the weeds at bay in the High Street and on the historic bridge.

Friends of Farningham is a small but energetic group and we are keen to recruit new members.
We meet at the Village Hall in the High Street at 10am on the first Saturday and third Wednesday of each month from April through to early October. The actual dates can be seen on the Parish Council noticeboard and website. 

The Parish Council provides hi-viz jackets and new members can turn up on the day or ask our Clerk for more information. All that is needed is a pair of gardening gloves and sturdy shoes. 

The Parish Council thanks Friends of Farningham members and the other residents who help with maintenance in and around our village.

11. Millfield Trust, Bjorn Ramell
It is now 20 years since Millfield was acquired.  The object of Eynsford Millfield Trust is “to preserve in perpetuity the green space between Eynsford & Farningham”. To this end, a charity was established, and the ownership of the land is with the Charity Commission.

The trustees´ initial focus was to improve pedestrian safety.  The roadside path was so narrow that two could not walk side-by-side, and meeting pedestrians had to step out into the busy road!  The footpath was widened and the barbed wire fence was replaced with a wooden handrail.

We are grateful to Kent County Council, who covered the cost of the “new” gravel footpath further into in the field that is used by 100 walkers every day, or a cumulative 700,000 over 20 years! The improvement in pedestrian safety from this, in particular during the school run, cannot be overestimated.

Work has also been done in improving the appearance.  You have probably noticed that we have finally found someone who is able to mow in between the 28 fruit trees that were planted 10 years ago and sponsored by villagers. In future, the main field will be cut twice yearly, as will the grass around the gravel footpath in the field. The grass in the main field is unfortunately not useable for animal feed due to the presence of faecal matter from dogs.  Therefore, the grass cuttings will have to decompose in the field. 

All hedges ae cut in the winter by Robert Alexander, which is greatly appreciated.  
 
We have regular work parties for general tidying, and volunteers are most welcome to join! The dates will be posted in the Trident and on the Millfield noticeboard.

13. Protect Our Greenbelt Together, Su Hewitt
Su Hewitt reported that the group has been very busy collating data and information on the Local Plan. Regulation 18 that had been open for consultation from the 24th November 2023 to the 11th January 2024 had proved to be a very challenging time by making residents aware of the consultation and supporting submissions as the portal had not proved to be very user friendly. Work will continue over the coming months in preparation for Regulation 19.

14. Matters Raised, questions from residents – for discussion only
Cllr McGarvey advised that Shand Hall is open on Friday mornings for residents to attend and enjoy a (paid for) breakfast if they wish, as is The Space on Wednesday mornings at the Riverside Club in Eynsford. There is a walkabout guide to Farningham and the graveyard at St Peters and St Paul’s has recently been mapped with publications hopefully available later in the year.

Susan Pittman reported that the Geopark Unesco bid to create a site across the Kent Downs and over the Channel into France is gaining momentum and that the boundary stops at Eynsford so Farningham is not currently included and this this might be something Farningham Parish Council might want to raise.

The following reports have been provided and can be viewed in paper format:
· Farningham Village Hall Management Committee
· Farningham United Charities
· The Darent River Preservation Society
· Farningham Women’s Institute, Marilyn Wells
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