Farningham Parish Council
[bookmark: 1._Apologies_for_absence.]Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham held at Shand Hall, High Street, Farningham on Wednesday 12th December 2025 at 7pm.

1. Attendees and apologies for absence.
Attendees: Cllrs Burns, Bourne, McGarvey and Salmon, Sevenoaks District Councillor (SDC) Ball and White (in part).

In Attendance: two members of the public (in part) and the Clerk, Helen Penney.

Apologies: Cllr McGeough.

Absent: Kent County Councillor (KCC) Logen.

2. Co-option and vacancy.
Members noted that since Andie Fitzsimons has left the council, a casual vacancy will be advertised until 19th December 2025. If an election is not requested by this date, the vacancy may be filled by co-option.

Members thanked Andie for her service to the council and wished her well.

3. Declarations of personal, prejudicial and disclosable pecuniary interests on items on the agenda and updates to members’ register of interests.
None.

4. To consider, and approve if appropriate, agenda items sufficiently confidential as to warrant exclusion of members of the press and public under the Admission to Meetings Act 1960. 
4.1 & 4.2 Staffing matters.
4.3 A confidential nomination item.
Members resolved to defer all three items to the end of the meeting.

5. Trident Reports, ready for the Clerk to submit by 11th December 2025 and 9th January 2026.
Members noted that Cllr Salmon has prepared a report to be submitted by 11 December and that due to the January deadline and meeting date, the Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan may submit something for January.

6. Report from the County Councillor.
None.

Members requested that the Clerk contact Cllr Logen and, if he cannot attend the January meeting, to request a written report in advance as no updates have been received for the past three meetings. Action: Clerk.

7. Report from District Councillors.
Cllr Ball reported that: 
· The deadline for comments on the emerging Local Plan 2042 was the following day, Thursday 11th December 2025 at 11:59pm, and that he encouraged everyone to respond adding that posted responses would be accepted for a few days after the deadline due to potential postal delays.
· Four planning conditions at the Bull Stores have been approved. One is outstanding which has caused some delays however it should be granted soon.
· Five Local Government Reorganisation options have been submitted to the Government for consideration. SDC supports option 3 which is for three Unitary authorities, with the next update from Government expected in May or June 2026.

Cllr White arrived at the meeting.
		
Cllr White reported that plans for the 40th anniversary at Farningham Woods are progressing and that information regarding the planning appeal at the Eglantine Lane/A20 junction are circulating on Facebook.

8. A Public Open Session. Members of the public will be welcome to address the Parish Council with any local concerns they have. Please note that each speaker will be allocated a maximum of three minutes and at the discretion of the Chair.
Members of the public were welcomed to address the Parish Council on any local concerns. 
· Both wished to observe planning matters on the agenda.
· One questioned whether Regulation 19 support had been factored into the 2026/27 budget, which was scheduled for consideration under agenda item 12.3.

Members resolved to complete the agenda in the following order:

11. Planning.
11.1 To note and raise any questions to the planning log circulated by the Clerk on 5th December 2025.
Noted.

12.2 Planning Applications. To consider any planning applications and to include any received by the Clerk after the agenda has been served to Councillors.

11.2.1 Reference: 25/02418/FUL Site: Farningham Hill Stud London Road Farningham DA4 0JQ
Proposal: Change of use of Land for the creation of 8 Gypsy/Traveller Pitches comprising 1 mobile home, 1 touring caravan, 1 dayroom and 2 parking spaces per pitch.	
Comments by: 12th December 2025.

Object. The grounds for objection are:

· Dangerous acoustics to inhabitants on site, as reported by the Environmental Health Officer.
· The application is retrospective.
· Approval would result in a disproportionately high number of pitches within the parish.
· Highways concerns.
· Potential air pollution.

11.2.2 Reference: 25/03142/HOUSE Site: 4 South Terrace High Street Farningham DA4 0DF
Proposal: Replacement of the windows, front door, and main roof covering including new lead flashing. The demolition of rear scullery kitchen, to make way for a new single storey rear extension with flat roof, roof lantern and bi-fold doors opening onto a patio area. Internal alterations and associated landscaping.
Comments by: 15th December 2025.

No comment.

11.2.3 Reference: 25/02829/LBCALT Site: Lion Hotel High Street Farningham Kent DA4 0DP
Proposal: Further information and an additional ground floor plan has been provided regarding the works in response to Conservation Comments.
Additional comments by: 17th December 2025.

No further comments to add.

11.2.4 Reference: 25/02502/HOUSE Site: The White House High Street Farningham DA4 0DH
Proposal: Single-storey Timber frame Summerhouse - updated drawings have been provided.
Additional comments by: 17th December 2025.

No further comments to add.

11.3 To note planning applications received but not for comment:
11.3.1 Reference: 25/03375/WTCA Site: Farningham House High Street Farningham DA4 0DH
Proposal: T1 Mature multi stemmed Beech to reduce crown by a maximum of 4m leaving a residual height of 21m and spread of 20m. Leaving a visually pleasing shape and all branches reduced to secondary growth points.

Noted.

11.4 Updates on enforcement cases and to highlight new activities or sites causing concern.
Members asked the Clerk for an update on the fence at the Lion Hotel. The Clerk advised that the application is awaiting validation. Cllr White offered to assist and requested the Clerk to send him the details. Action: Clerk.

Members noted that spikes have been added to a pipe attached to the bridge on Farningham High Street to prevent climbing. Members agreed to inspect the spikes before January’s meeting to determine if any action regarding their removal should be taken. Action: All Councillors.

Both members of the public left the meeting.

11.5 To receive updates on Regulation 18, Sevenoaks District Council’s Local Plan. 
Members noted that the Clerk would submit comments from the Parish Council by the deadline.
Special thanks were recorded to Cllr McGough for his time and the detailed comments he prepared for the Parish Council’s submission.

12. Approve as a correct record, the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on the 12th November 2025.
The minutes from the meeting held on 12th November 2025 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

13. Clerks report.
The Clerk reported that:

· The Asset of Community Value has been removed from The Chequer’s Public House as the change of use to residential has been granted.
· Cllr Kevin Maskell, Leader of SDC, intends to attend the full Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 11th February 2026 so Members may wish to consider questions they would like to ask.
· Farningham has a new Community Warden, Kelly Grundy. Kelly works part time, Monday to Wednesday, and has been assigned Farningham, Horton Kirby and South Darenth. Kelly can support residents and signpost them to services they may require.

12. Finance Items for noting and decision.
12.1. To approve items payable and note items paid and receipts. 
The items payable was approved and items paid and receipts noted.

12.2 To note and raise any questions for the flexed budget November 2025.
	None.

[bookmark: _Hlk215829591]12.3 To approve the draft 2026/27 budget.
Members noted the draft budget and the challenges for the coming year, given several uncertainties that could prove costly including the applications to transfer Alban Crescent and Oliver Crescent from SDC as Community Asset Transfers and Regulation 19. Members also noted that, while the Parish Council has reserves, these could be quickly depleted and have not been added to recently.

Members agreed to increase the budget line for the maintenance of assets and open spaces by £10,000, in anticipation that Alban Crescent and Oliver Crescent will be transferred to the Parish Council, and that costly tree work and increased insurance cover may be required. Should the transfer not proceed, any underspend may be carried forward to the following year or vired to another budget line. Members noted that current reserves could be used for external Regulation 19 support if required.

Members noted that while the draft budget, £71,108, for 2026/27 had been considered and approved in principle, the precept could not be finalised until the Council received the tax base figure.

12.4 To note a change to monthly printing plan. 
Members noted that due to increased printing requirements, the Clerk has had to increase the monthly printing plan to be split equally between printing for the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan cost codes.

12.5 To approve Clerks overtime, November 2025 and CiLCA. 
Members approved the Clerks overtime and that Cllr Burns would ask payroll to process the additional hours. Action: Cllr Burns.

12.6 To retrospectively approve the installation of temporary camera opposite White Post Hill.
Members approved the cost for a temporary camera to be installed opposite White Post Hill to record illegal right-hand turns onto the A20 towards West Kingsdown. 

13. To receive an update from Cllr Salmon regarding Friends of Farningham.
Cllr Salmon reported that a Farningham resident has agreed to manage the monthly work parties starting 4 April 2026.

Members noted that Friends of Farningham operates as a volunteer group under the auspices of Farningham Parish Council and is covered by the Parish Council’s insurance arrangements.

Members thanked Cllr Salmon for her significant efforts and dedication to Friends of Farningham since its inception.

14. [bookmark: _Hlk215821420]KALC COMMUNITY AWARDS SCHEME 2026, resolve to adopt the scheme and submit a nomination if the individual agreed by the council.
Members resolved to submit the nominated resident, should they be willing to accept the award. Cllr Burns advised that she would discuss with the nominee. Action: Cllr Burns.

15. [bookmark: _Hlk215129968][bookmark: _Hlk215564358]To receive an update on the flint wall at Market Meadow and agree any next steps. 
Members discussed a suggestion to install a new, wider gate providing access to Market Meadow from the car park and concluded that a new gate would not improve access and the current access remains suitable. Members asked the Clerk to request that the Parish Council’s preferred flintwork contractor reassess the wall when he next returns to the village, to advise on the likely outcome should the Village Hall Committee take no action, allow ivy to grow over the wall, and the potential costs of repair in its current state. Members noted that the Parish Council does not own the flint wall and, based on the available deeds, has no responsibility for its maintenance. Action: Clerk.

16. To note a change to Farningham’s Beat Officer.
Members noted that PC Guest has been replaced with PC Weatherall.

17. Correspondance received, and to agree next steps if any.
17.1 Quiet Lanes Scheme.
Members noted the scheme and how it could be positive for Farningham. Members requested that the Clerk ask Kent Highways how the scheme can be incorporated and added to the Highways Improvement Plan. Action: Clerk.

17.2 [bookmark: _Hlk215738743]Dog Fouling Hotspots – We Need Your Input.
Members noted the information and that there are several dog fouling hotspots within the parish, many of which are not classed as open spaces. Members asked that the Clerk request the officer to check Irving’s Corner during the summer months and the area under the A20 bridge at the end of Horton Way if passing through Farningham. Action: Clerk.

17.3 Local List information for Town and Parishes.
Members noted the information and the online event organised by SDC on 13 January 2026. Members agreed that once further information is available, next steps can be considered.

17.4 DCMS - Publication of the Government Response to the UK Commission on Covid Commemoration.
Members noted the information.

Cllr Ball and White left the meeting.

Members asked the Clerk to leave the meeting to return after 4.1 and 4.2 were determined.

4. To consider, and approve if appropriate, agenda items sufficiently confidential as to warrant exclusion of members of the press and public under the Admission to Meetings Act 1960. 
4.1 Staffing matters – Clerks salary.
On completion of CiCLA, Members resolved to increase the Clerks salary to pay point 25 backdated to 1 December 2025. Cllr Burns confirmed that she would inform payroll. Action: Cllr Burns.

4.2 Staffing matters – Clerks pension.
For the annual pension review, Members resolved to increase employer’s contributions to 10%. Cllr Burns confirmed that she would inform payroll. Action: Cllr Burns.

4.3 A confidential nomination item.
Members resolved to support the nomination for an SDC award once nominations can be received and requested that the Clerk inform the original nominator. Action: Clerk.

Urgent business that occurs and requires attention before the next meeting that may be reported at the Chairman’s discretion.
None.

The meeting closed at 9:08pm.

Date of next meeting Wednesday 14th January, 7pm.

Requests from Councillors for the next agenda due by 2nd January 2025.
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VoucherMethod Date Description Supplier VAT Type Net VAT Total

141 BACs 10/12/2025 Printing Miss H Penney X 6.00 6.00

141 BACs 10/12/2025 Printing Miss H Penney X 6.00 6.00

122 BACs 10/12/2025 Computer Support Miss H Penney S 90.00 18.00 108.00

120 BACs 10/12/2025 Christmas Miss H Penney X 39.00 39.00

142 BACs 10/12/2025 Clerk's salary Miss H Penney X 115.23 115.23 October overtime

274.23

117 BACs 10/12/2025 Hall Hire Farningham Village Hall X 42.50 42.50 LP drop in 21/11/25

118 BACs 10/12/2025 Hall Hire Farningham Village Hall X TBC TBC NP 14/02/2025

119 BACs 10/12/2025 Hall Hire Farningham Village Hall X TBC TBC NP 07/03/2025

TBC BACs 10/12/2025 Hall Hire Farningham Village Hall TBC TBC NP 04/07/2025

42.50

138 BACs 10/12/2025 Tax/NI HM Revenue and Customs X 155.35 155.35

121 BACs 11/12/2025 Printing Aspect Press S 205.00 41.00 246.00

143 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Friends or Farningham 46.40

TBC BACs 10/12/2025 WPH camera Kent CC 486.00 583.20

123 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Anthony Roper School X 200.00 200.00

124 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Trident X 60.00 60.00

125 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Anthony Roper Pre-school X 150.00 150.00

126 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Citizens Advice in N & W Kent X 200.00 200.00

127 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION West Kingsdown Food Bank X 200.00 200.00

128 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION DRIPs X 20.00 20.00

129 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Ellenor X 300.00 300.00

130 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION FELHS X 150.00 150.00

131 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Kent Air Ambulance X 300.00 300.00

132 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Royal British Legion X 50.00 50.00

133 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION Swanley Food Bank X 200.00 200.00

134 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION The Space X 300.00 300.00

135 BACs 10/12/2025 DONATION We Are Beams X 150.00 150.00

102 DD 10/12/2025 Acrobat Adobe Acrobat S 16.64 3.33 19.97

140 DD 10/12/2025Phone & Broadband charges Talk Mobile S 4.12 0.83 4.95

136 DD 10/12/2025 Bank charges Handelsbanken X

106 DD 10/12/2025 Pension contribution Nest Pensions X 119.97 119.97

139 DD 10/12/2025 Electricity supply npower L 433.22 21.66 454.88

145 Card 03/12/2025 Christmas & NP Aldi X 22.54 4.51 28.25

137 SO 10/12/2025 Clerk's salary Miss H Penney X 1,129.28 1,129.28

Total Total 5,150.8589.335,389.58

Farningham Parish Council

PAYMENTS (AWAITING AUTHORISATION) LIST
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VoucherCode Date Description Supplier VAT TypeNet VAT Total

101Projects 01/11/2025Land Registry fee Land Registry X 7.00 7.00

99Christmas Decorations 03/11/2025Christmas Battery Station S 38.42 7.68 46.10

108Telephone /Broadband 10/11/2025Phone and Broadband charges Talk Mobile S 4.12 0.83 4.95

112Projects 10/11/2025Land Registry fee Land Registry X 14.00 14.00

113Projects 10/11/2025Land Registry fee Land Registry X 14.00 14.00

115Computer 13/11/2025Computer Support Norton S 58.32 11.67 69.99

103Bank charges 14/11/2025Bank charges Handelsbanken X 12.90 12.90

109Postage/Stationery/Print 20/11/2025Printing Miss H Penney X 5.00 5.00

95Newsletters 20/11/2025Printing Aspect Press S 128.00 25.60 153.60

82Hall Hire 20/11/2025Shand Hall Hire FPCC X 20.00 20.00

114Projects 20/11/2025Valuations Sheffords Chartered Surveyors S 1,750.00 350.00 2,100.00

98Projects 20/11/2025Land Registry fee Miss H Penney X 11.00 11.00

96Street Lighting Contract 20/11/2025Street Lighting contract Streetlights S 1,035.71 207.14 1,242.85

105Salary On Costs (Tax, NI etc) 20/11/2025Tax/NI HM Revenue and Customs X 155.35 155.35

116Council Expenses 20/11/2025Land Registry fee Miss H Penney X 3.00 3.00

111Donations 20/11/2025Poppy Wreath FPCC X 19.99 19.99

94Printing 20/11/2025Printing Aspect Press S 48.00 9.60 57.60

107Electricity Charges 24/11/2025Electricity supply npower L 398.14 19.91 418.05

104Clerk's salary (net) 24/11/2025Clerk's salary Miss H Penney X 1,129.28 1,129.28

Total 4,852.23632.435,484.66

Farningham Parish Council

PAYMENTS LIST
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VoucherCode Date Bank Description VAT TypeNet VAT Total

16Credits 04/11/2025FPC Current Account (HB)Land Registry fee X 7.00 7.00

17Electricity Credits10/11/2025FPC Current Account (HB)Electricity Sub-Station Village HallX 50.00 50.00

18Credits 20/11/2025FPC Current Account (HB)Office stationery X 2.90 2.90

19Bank Interest 30/11/2025FPC Deposit (HB) Bank Interest X 37.80 37.80

Total 97.70 97.70

Farningham Parish Council

RECEIPTS LIST
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