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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Farningham held  

at the Village Hall, High Street, Farningham on Wednesday 4th September 2019  

at 7.45pm 

 

 

Present:    Cllr. G Williams (Chair) 

  Cllr. L. Bourne 

  Cllr. R. Hirons 

Cllr. P. McGarvey (District Councillor) 

  Cllr. C. Salmon 

  Cllr. K. Shanmuganathan    Mrs. J. Gray (Clerk)                         
 

54. Chairman’s Welcome and Apologies for absence: 

1. The Chairman welcomed five Parish Councillors which included the District 

Councillor P. McGarvey, District Cllr. B. Carroll, the Clerk, and one member of 

the public.  The County Councillor, R. Gough arrived at 8.10pm. 

2.  Apologies had been received from the Chair, Cllr. D. Burns. 

 

55. Declaration of Interests: 

The declarations of interest stood as previously recorded in May 2019.  

Councillors were asked to inform the Clerk should they have any changes. 

 

56. Matters Arising and Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Meeting;    

1. It was agreed Cllr Salmon, would write the report for Trident. 

2. The Chair signed the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July 2019, 

which had already been agreed, to confirm they were a true record. 

3. The Clerk had still received no news as to when the River Darent walk 

through was being undertaken by the Darent team (DRIPS, 

Environment Agency, South East Rivers Trust and North West Kent 

Countryside Partnership.)  She had asked to be kept informed but 

would follow up. 

4. Following a complaint from a parishioner regarding the extent of 

coppicing work being carried out in Farningham Woods, the Clerk 

had obtained an explanatory report from the officer in charge at 

Sevenoaks District Council of their programme and extent of 

coppicing; it had been published in the August edition of Trident. 

5. Thames Water had advised their repair to the High Street footpath 

near Potager would be done on 13th to 15th September but a High 

Street closure was necessary. The Clerk was asked to find out if they 

could tackle the sinking cover adjacent at the same time. 

6. The High Street would also be closed the following weekend 20th to 

22nd by the church, which would mean church goers would have to 

travel via Dartford Road and the High Street to attend Sunday 

services. 
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57. Correspondence: 

1.  After discussion of three quotations received from local contractors, it 

was agreed that Beray Builders be invited to replace the Millennium sign’s 

green oak post and the reinstallation works for the sum of £1570.00 plus VAT. 

The Clerk would put them in touch with the gentleman offering to make the 

welded collar.  

2.  The Clerk was asked to report to Kent Highways there are still temporary 

road works signs uncollected in locations: 

a) At the top of the High Street at the junction of the A225, Eynsford Road  

b) At King's Roundabout on the A20 

c) A 'No Road Markings' sign left at the junction of the A225 Eynsford Road 

and Beesfield Lane.  

3.  Streetlights had given a quotation of £975.00 plus VAT to replace column 

No. 42 in Eynsford Road which is corroded at its base.  The 

disconnection/reconnection fee from UK Power Networks is £906.00 plus 

VAT, reinstatement works £660.00 plus VAT, traffic management costs by 

Kent Highways £1004.00 plus VAT, plus the sum of £437.00 plus VAT for 

working on a Sunday; the total cost of this replacement column therefore 

would be £4162.00.  The Clerk had requested the work be done on a 

weekday and this had subsequently been agreed and therefore the revised 

quotation was £3,725.00 plus VAT.  The Clerk was asked to liaise with 

Streetlights to see if there is any way of further reducing this cost. 

4. The Clerk had been in touch with Samantha Pelling at Mitchells and 

Butlers regarding new parking charges in the Lion’s car park and asked if 

local parishioners might continue using the facility which had been enjoyed 

since the 1980s.  They confirmed their decision had been taken due to the 

twenty or so cars being permanently parked in their car park.  Samantha 

Pelling had suggested there is a Council car park that can be used by 

residents; the Clerk had confirmed to her that the car park in the High Street 

is not a Council car park but for Village Hall users   Samantha Pelling had 

offered that charges could be waived from 9pm until 11am so that residents 

can use the car park when the Lion is either closed or at its quietest.  The 

Clerk would seek a meeting with the managers with a view to asking if 

residents could park in their car park when the village is busy, perhaps by 

providing their registration numbers. 

5. Simon Taylor of Sevenoaks District Council had responded stating the 

guidance notes for parish and town councils for applying monies for CIL 

projects were being finalised and would be circulated shortly. 

6.  The Clerk confirmed two donations had been received from ITV following 

their filming of a drama on two dates in July at the Manor House and Lion 

Hotel.  It was agreed the donation would be used to help fund a new green 

oak post required to support the Millennium Village Sign. 

7. The Licensing Officer at Sevenoaks District Council had a meeting with 

the Premises Licence Holders (Mitchells and Butlers) of The Lion Hotel with 
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the Manager of the premises and had interviewed the whole team. The 

management team has agreed that each member of staff will have 

continual training on the importance of clearing glasses from the garden 

tables and they shall employ an additional ten team members to assist 

them on busy days. They have purchased collecting baskets to ensure that 

this activity can be carried out efficiently.  They declined the use of plastic, 

because as an organisation they are moving away from the use of plastic 

and were commended for this.  He asks the Parish Council and residents to 

monitor the garden situation and report back so they can take the next 

steps if necessary. 

8.  Geoff Kirby, Eynsford Parish Councillor, had written with an update on the 

Darent Valley Landscape Partnership. Staff appointments have been made 

and most relevant to this Parish is the appointment of the Countryside 

Manager, Mary Tate, who will be leading the main projects that affect 

Eynsford and Farningham, in particular the Darent Valley Path and 

improvements and involvement in the Station upgrades. Their new website 

was due to be launched in August 2019 and an update bulletin would be 

received every other month. 

9. Viv Parker, Chair of the Village Hall had written asking if the Parish Council 

would fund a sign regarding parking rules be placed in the car park. It was 

agreed that appropriate wording would be ‘Village Hall Parking’ it was 

resolved this would be revisited. 

10.  Emma Crofts of the Environment Agency had written to the Clerk to 

thank her for letting her know FPC are not on their contact list. She gave her 

apologies for this omission and confirmed FPC are added to their 

maintenance programme consultation list of contacts.  She understands 

from the team responsible for the maintenance programme they are due to 

carry out a weed cut on the River Darent in Farningham in November. 

11. The Clerk had been in touch with Maria Smith at Mitchells and Butlers 

who had promised to get the vegetation removed from their side of the 

river bank at the Lion Hotel by their gardening contractors. 

12. An invoice had been received in respect of Election on 2nd May for fees 

and expenses of Returning Officer and staff, Poll Cards and Clerical costs 

£235.38 plus VAT; it was resolved this be settled. 

13.   Jamie Riches at Thames Water had responded to the Clerk’s report 

that the area by the Horton Kirby Pumping Station looks messy stating that 

he was in the area shortly and will take a look and report back. He states 

that the maintenance of the area immediately surrounding the pumping 

station is definitely the responsibility of Thames Water however the larger 

strip of land adjacent to the river belongs to the farmer although they retain 

access rights.  Regardless of ownership he would be looking towards co-

ordinating maintenance of this land. The first step is to evaluate the current 
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condition and then ensure Thames Water and the farmer work together to 

keep the area reflective of its status.  

13. The Chair had reported at the last meeting that he understood the fire 

behind the Castle Hotel in Eynsford had a slow response from fire fighters 

because the fire hydrants nearby were not operational; he asked the Clerk 

to follow up to ask how regularly all fire hydrants are maintained and 

checked.  The Clerk reported she had received a response from Fire UK 

which would be circulated. Fire UK had confirmed the hydrants are 

inspected annually; the faulty hydrants in Eynsford would be replaced. 

 

58. County Councillor:   

County Councillor, R. Gough reported  

1.  Following incidents and a recent crash on the A20 near the Button Street 

junction it was imperative to highlight there are pedestrians crossing on the 

A20 and he understood signs would be installed.  He noted the unusual 

outcome of a traffic survey undertaken in the early summer on this stretch of 

road; eastbound the average speed was 35mph and westbound 55mph.  

He agreed to try to get the speed limit reduced to 50mph on this section. 

2.   He would recommend Kent Highways reduce the speed along 

Sparepenny Lane as it is currently the National Speed Limit; 60mph. 

3.  Since the cleansing of drains on the A225 slip road off Eynsford Road, 

and the building up of the kerbs, Kent Highways were monitoring the 

flooding particularly near nos. 5/6 as the problem is not solved; he 

understood Thames Water would be invited to a meeting. 

4.  He would contact the KHS Drainage Engineer to report three drains on 

the A20, adjacent to the cricket field below in Horton Way, needed clearing 

out.  The Clerk confirmed she had recently put this on the Highways Portal 

and would also follow up with the Drainage Engineer to try to get some 

action before the winter when the pooling water could freeze. 

5. KCC and partners, including the Police, were working on a major new 

initiative to try and combat fly tipping. A considerable amount of funds had 

been allocated for this initiative. 

59. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning; 

1.   It was agreed the following comments be sent regarding planning 

applications received from Sevenoaks District Council: 

SE/19/02067/FUL Hilltop Farm London Road   Proposed retention of 14 pitch 

private Gypsy/Traveller site   Objection:  The formalisation of this site should 

be postponed until SDC has agreed its policy (which should be done as a 

matter of urgency) against which this application can be assessed. Without 

that policy in place, and without the establishment of very special 
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 circumstances, any site on the Green Belt and in the AONB should be 

refused. 

SE/19/02351/LBCALT Maplescombe Farm House, Maplescombe Lane   

Internal alterations at ground and first floor including removal of modern 

fabric.  Alterations to fenestration to include addition of new window and 

enlargement of windows on north, west and south elevations.  Proposed 

new landscaping and alterations to the main vehicular access.  

No Objection 

SE/19/02253/FUL  Land West of The Mount, Sparepenny Lane  Use of the 

coach house as a self-contained dwelling   No Objection 

SE/19/02274/FUL 17 London Road  Conversion of existing dwelling into two 

self-contained flats and associated parking    No Objection 

2.  Planning Decisions: 

SE/17/02424/FUL Area Of Land Between Button Street And M20 Slip Road 

Button Street Swanley   The use of land for the stationing of caravans for 

residential purposes together with dayroom ancillary to that use.  GRANTED 

SE/19/01514/HOUSE  2 Valley View Terrace  Single Storey Rear Extension  

GRANTED 

SE/19/01241/FUL Hazeri, Button Street  Demolition of existing buildings, 

removal of caravan and erection of a detached bungalow including 

associated change of use of land from mixed residential (Use Class C3) and 

commercial kennels (sui generis) to residential (Use Class C3).  REFUSED 

SE/19/00727/HOUSE  3 Eynsford Road  Proposed single storey extension. 

Replacement of living room window with full height glazed screen. 

Demolition of existing flat roofed single storey garage and construction of 

new single storey garage with duo pitched roof GRANTED 

SE/19/01847/ADV Acer House Practice, High Street   Installation of wall 

mounted sign and double side post mounted sign GRANTED 

 

SE/19/01514/HOUSE Maplescombe Farm House, Maplescombe Lane  

Replace existing roof tiles with new  GRANTED 

 

3.  Notice of Tree application: 

SE/19/02115/WTCA  4 Old Parsonage Mews,  High Street   Works to various 

trees  It was noted an Objection had been lodged.  The Clerk would 

contact the Tree Officer for information. 
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SE/19/01837/WTCA  South Hall, High Street   Fir tree - fell 

4.  Enforcement Action:  

SE/19/00384/OPDEV  Secunda, High Street  Felling of two large mature beech 

trees 

60. District Councillor: 

 Cllr McGarvey reported on the Sevenoaks District Council’s Local Plan 

Examination.  The Government Inspectorate is examining the plan at 

meetings in Sevenoaks during November.  The Pedham Place part proposal 

will be heard on Wednesday 6th November, at 10am at the Stag Theatre in 

Sevenoaks. 

 

61. Open Spaces: 

The Chair suggested the engraved stones on the bridge over the river 

Darent are preserved and perhaps replicated in a brass plaque; the 

Conservation Officer at Sevenoaks District Council would need to grant 

approval.  

 

62. Highways, Footpaths and Street Lighting: 

1. The Clerk had informed Geoff Bineham, Kent Highways, of a collision on 

the A20 near Button Street on 9th July and had asked him to try to ascertain 

the cause of the accident.  Geoff Bineham had checked with the Police 

and confirmed the accident was due to driver error; vehicle one turning 

into the path of vehicle 2.  KHS may be able to consider other danger signs 

(a warning sign incorporating an exclamation mark) with the associated 

and requested “pedestrians crossing”. It was resolved the Clerk ask Kent 

Highways to keep the central reservation vegetation cut back regularly as 

this can contribute to poor sight lines across the carriageway. 

2.  The Clerk had sent the Highway Improvement Plan to Kent Highways 

Officer, Geoff Bineham, who had removed the first two items; prevention of 

vehicles turning right from the A225 junction/A20 and the White Post Hill/A20 

junction.  He said this was a Police matter and had referred it on to them.  It 

was resolved that these items should be reinstated priorities 1 and 2 to try to 

obtain an actual improvement on the road itself to prevent the illegal right 

turns.  As there has been no record of injury collisions at the A225 or White 

Post Hill junction in the last three years it is therefore difficult to prioritise this 

location against a number of sites across the county where a regular 

pattern of incidents is occurring.  He will investigate installing some road 

markings e.g. a left turn arrow road marking with ‘Turn Left’ located just 

behind the give way triangle at both locations.  This would reinforce the 

message to drivers that they cannot turn right and complement the existing 

road signs. He will look at what funding is available. 
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4. Geoff Bineham of Kent Highways had sent drawings of the 

A20/Scratchers Lane junction relating to a proposed crash reduction 

measure scheme designed to improve road safety at the junction.  The 

scheme will improve the layout by remodelling the traffic islands, changing 

the entry point for traffic turning right from the A20 into Scratchers Lane, 

introduce yellow backed ‘give way’ signs and further enhancements to the 

signage at the junction. This is also an opportunity to provide information 

signs on the A20 to HGV drivers of the weight limit in Fawkham.  Comments 

had been sent back for his consideration. 

5. It was agreed the Clerk request Kent Highways cut back the vegetation 

at the junction of Eglantine Lane with the A20 more regularly as a safety 

measure as the view is obscured. 

6.  Jeremy Clark of Sevenoaks District Council had replied to the Clerk who 

had asked if the double yellow lines had been repainted in the centre of 

the High Street as requested. He had responded that some sections of the 

yellow lines in the High Street are more prone to failure due to traffic erosion, 

carriageway condition so if there are any specific areas that Councillors are 

concerned about, to let him know and he will gladly add them to the lining 

contractor’s work schedule. 

7.  Amy Jeffery the Highway Steward had responded to the Clerk that the 

‘Farningham’ sign near Calfstock Lane was removed by Kent Highways, 

because it kept getting damaged and dirty and was no longer 

necessary  because a new sign was installed nearer the roundabout when 

the new 40mph speed limit was introduced. 

 

63. Public Participation: 

The member of the public present  

1.  Reported he had recently witnessed several right turns out from White 

Post Hill onto the A20 and suggested that the police be urged to try to 

catch offenders in unmarked vehicles to try to stop this dangerous practice. 

2. Suggested that the double yellow lines be extended in the High Street 

outside South Barn.  

A ‘dog bone’ marking was discussed which could help this situation as 

extending the yellow lines will reduce the limited parking available even 

further. 

 

64. Update of FPC Policies: The Clerk had updated FPC policies and copies were 

on the website. 

 

65. Reports from representatives on other bodies: 

Cllr McGarvey reported  

1.  The Rector, Gary Owen, had left the diocese at the end of August, and a 

replacement could not be sought until he took up his new post in Devon, 

several weeks ahead. 
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2. He had attended a meeting of the Brands Hatch Liaison Group. Brands 

Hatch (MotorVision) were successfully dovetailing their occasional 30mph 

zones (on major race days) into our new 40mph zone on the A20. 

 

66. AOB:   

Cllr. McGarvey reported that Sevenoaks District Council had launched the  

Darent Valley Community Rail Partnership initiative on Sunday 1st September 

with the aim of raising the profile with more joined up thinking to benefit 

residents as well as visitors and promoting all Darent Valley rail stations.  

Govia Thameslink and South Eastern have committed funding.  

67. Finance:    

1.   Members resolved to authorise the Schedule of Payments. 

August 2019: 

Kent County Council 

Pension contributions 

(PC £360.57) 

(Clerk £56.66) £417.23 

Eon Electricity charges £213.24 

BT Phone and broadband £57.88 

HMRC Tax and NI £241.62 

Mrs J Gray Clerk’s salary £724.05 

Mrs J Gray 

Expenses and phone 

contribution 

£20.00 

£10.00 

Lothlorien Landscapes Grasscutting churchyard £294.00 

   

September 2019   

Kent County Council 

Pension contributions 

(PC £360.57) 

(Clerk £56.66) £417.23 

EON Electricity charges £213.24 

BT Phone and broadband £57.88 

HMRC Tax and NI £241.62 

Mrs J Gray Clerk’s salary £724.05 

Mrs J Gray 

Expenses and phone 

contribution 

£20.00 

£10.00 

Sevenoaks District Council Election charges 2nd May 19 £270.56 

   
 

 

 

 

Signed ………………………………………..    Wednesday 2nd October 2019 

 

The meeting closed at 9.55 pm.  The next meeting of the Parish Council of 

Farningham will be held at 7.45 pm. on Wednesday 2nd October 2019 

 

 

 


