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	FARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council: Helen Penney.  
Phone: 07799 256668 email: clerk@farninghamparishcouncil.org
Web: www.farninghamparishcouncil.org 
Postal address: Farningham Parish Council, PO Box 543, High Street, Farningham, Dartford, Kent DA1 9UT.





Farningham Parish Council met in the Shand Hall at St Peter and St Paul’s Church on Wednesday, 12th November and 10th December 2025.

Councillor Vacancies:
It’s an interesting time to be a Parish Councillor with decisions to be made on the Sevenoaks Local Plan and our own Farningham Neighbourhood Plan. The on-going devolution process of merging Sevenoaks District Council with neighbouring authorities also makes it essential we make our voice heard. Contact the Clerk for details of our vacancies or speak to a Councillor if you would like learn more about what the role entails.

Sevenoaks Local Plan:
Tibbalds, our consultant, provided their final report on SDC’s Local Plan and we endorsed their recommendation to oppose both options selecting ‘None of the Above’. We commented on two sites - Pedham Place and Petham Court Farm (also known as the WASPs Stadium) as well as several policies. The consultation closed on 11th December 2025 and SDC is now reviewing residents’ submissions before moving on to the next stage. We expect an update at the Development and Infrastructure Committee meeting in March.

Farningham Woods:
We are supporting SDC councillor Alan White in his efforts to promote the 2026 40th anniversary of the opening of Farningham Woods and further enhance the wildlife there. The SDC Ranger and Eagle Heights are looking at installing new bird and bat boxes and carrying out wildlife surveys. Cllr White has a wish-list of improvements and is keen to hear from anyone who also has a passion for this special area.  

Highways Improvement Plan:
Our annual meeting with Kent County Council resulted in our priority improvements being listed as the three illegal right-hand turns onto the A20 from the A225 Eynsford Road, White Post Hill and London Road. Cameras will be installed to understand the extent of the problem and remedial action taken as necessary. 

Farningham Neighbourhood Plan:
The next of our discovery walks is on Sunday, 11th January starting from Irving’s Corner (10am) by Market Meadow and taking in Farningham Woods and Button Street. Fund-raising events are also planned and the first is a wine tasting on 21st February in the Village Hall. Contact our Clerk for further details.

There will also be a cake and coffee morning in the Shand Hall on Saturday 14th February 2026, where the Steering Group will provide an update on the plan, progress so far and next steps. We hope to see you there!

Donations:
Each year we budget just over £2,000 in donations and subscriptions to local organisations and charities. Among the recipients this year are Kent Air Ambulance, Ellenor Hospice and The Space, the weekly Wednesday (9am-1pm) community event at Eynsford Riverside Club which welcomes parishioners with food and a wide range of activities. See our Minutes for a full list of those receiving our support.

The Chequers:
A large number of residents attended our October meeting to discuss the Landlady’s proposal to close The Chequers public house and turn it into residential accommodation. After due planning process Sevenoaks District Council has approved this request. 

Nuisance motorbikes and scooters:
We continue to receive reports of anti-social behaviour by riders and again we urge residents to report all such incidents to Kent Police. It is the only way officers can build up a picture of exactly what is going on. Call 101 on report online via the Kent Police website.

Happy New Year:
We wish all our parishioners a peaceful and happy New Year. Our first meeting of 2026 is on Wednesday, 14th January in the Shand Hall.

Regular updates:
If you would like more regular updates from Farningham Parish Council they are available on Facebook or by email. To receive email updates, please complete the sign-up box at the foot of the home page www. farninghamparishcouncil.org
The Facebook link is www.facebook.com/farninghampc


Cllr Carol Salmon
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